In his handbook of Diseases of the Skin (1907) only two of his cases in which there was a direct history of infection? in one, the mother had been attending to her children and had got the infection, but it was just possible she might have had the condition previously and had infected the children ; in the other case the patient's brother suffered from ringworm of the beard and it was supposed that the infection had been communicated to her. Dr Norman Walker thought that it was more likely that the patient with the nail affection had infected the brother, because ringworm of the beard brought the patient to a doctor very quickly.
Mr Gardiner mentioned a case in which the father had had ringworm of the nails for ten years, and two of his children had ringworm.
It was difficult to see what the father would be doing scratching his children's heads, but he believed that the father had communicated the disease to his children. In all the cases the largespored fungus was found and all were microscopically identical. The father had been treated by an English dermatologist. There was great difficulty in finding the fungus in this instance ; it was only after leaving the nail for half an hour in liquor potasste that it could be detected.
